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EXTENSION OF STAY IN RUSSIA FOR INTERNATIONAL 
STUDENTS OF MOSCOW STATE UNIVERSITY 

All international students (the purpose of entry is "study"/«учеба») staying on the 
territory of the Russian Federation must undergo the procedure for extending their stay in 
compliance with the "stay regime" in the Russian Federation. This period must be extended 
until the completion of the education of a foreign citizen, but no longer than for one year 
for each subsequent extension. 

The term – «permitted period of temporary stay in the Russian Federation» is equally 
applicable to foreign citizens who need a visa and who do not need a visa when entering the 
country (the documents indicate the "period of stay"): 
• For citizens of countries with a visa regime for entry into the Russian Federation, the 

permissible period of stay in the country is indicated first in the invitation from the Ministry 
of Internal Affairs (MIA) of Russia (in the entry permit), and then in the MSU study visa. 
In this case, the visa can be single-entry (issued at the consulate of the Russian Federation on 
the basis of an invitation from the MIA of Russia, with the possibility of the single entry and 
exit from the country) or multiple-entry (issued in Russia with the possibility of multiple 
crossing of the state border within the visa validity). 

• For citizens of countries with visa-free entry into the Russian Federation, the permissible 
period of stay in the country is indicated in the migration card (except for citizens of the 
Republic of Belarus), and then in the official mark in the migration card (in the database of 
the MIA of Russia). 
For convenience, the duration of stay can be equated to having a multiple-entry "virtual visa", 
which is issued and stored in the Unified Migration System of the MIA of Russia. Such a visa 
is issued in a general manner (90 days for 1 calendar year) to all visa-free citizens, and is 
extended for foreign students as a study visa until the end of their study at Moscow State 
University (if they stay in the Russian Federation for more than 90 days during 1 calendar 
year). 

Completion, early termination of studies, academic vacations can serve as the basis for 
shortening the period of temporary stay of a foreign student (cancellation of a study visa and 
migration card), since the stated purpose of stay is "study", ceases to correspond to reality. 
The University, in turn, informs the territorial departments of the MIA of Russia about the 
change of the "educational status" of a foreign citizen according to the Order of the MIA of 
Russia. 
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Necessary procedures for prolongation of stay 

Foreign citizens who have arrived in Russia for a period exceeding 90 calendar days 
during one calendar year are subject to mandatory state fingerprint registration, photographing, 
and medical examination within 90 days of entry into the Russian Federation.  

In accordance with the Order of the Ministry of Health of the Russian Federation No. 
1079n dated November 19, 2021 (medical examination), foreigners must contact authorized 
medical institutions that provide comprehensive services, and then contact the “Migration 
Center” for fingerprint registration and photographing.: 
• Medical examination is paid service (about 6,000 rubles). After the procedures there are 3 

state-issued certificates issued. The validity period of these certificates is 1 year. 
Foreign citizens need to undergo annual medical examinations. As practice shows, when 
extending the period of stay (visa extension), medical certificates with a long validity period 
(for most of the requested extension period) may be required; 

• Based on the results of fingerprint registration and photographing, authorized 
representatives of the MIA of Russia (in Moscow – “Migration Center”) issue a document 
confirming that a foreign citizen has completed mandatory state fingerprint registration and 
photographing ("fingerprint card" or "green card"). 

 
In case of non-fulfillment of obligations to undergo mandatory state fingerprint 

registration, photographing and (or) medical examination, the shortening the period of 
stay in the Russian Federation of such foreign citizens and bringing them to administrative 
responsibility will be considered. 
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The algorithm for passing mandatory migration procedures 

After settling into the place of stay and completing the "initial registration" of a full-time 
visit to the faculty after entering Russia, it is necessary to prepare the following documents:   
• Passport with a valid visa (for countries with visa entry); 
• Notarized translation of the passport into Russian; 
• Migration card; 
• Valid "registration" at the place of actual residence; 
• Student or postgraduate card; 
• Certificate of education (to be requested from the faculty's educational department). 

After preparing the documents, you must contact an authorized medical institution to 
undergo a medical examination (possibly with an appointment). The list of authorized 
organizations in Moscow is posted on the website of “Migration Center”. The procedure 
involves 2 visits (with an interval of about 3-7 working days between them): 
• The first visit is the registration and payment of a medical examination, the delivery of tests 

(blood, urine), fluorography, conversations with specialist doctors, etc.; 
• The second visit is to receive the test results and receive certificates of medical examination. 

After receiving medical certificates, it is necessary to undergo fingerprint 
registration and photographing on a paid basis at the authorized department of the MIA of 
Russia "Migration Center" (Moscow, 1st Krasnogvardeysky Proezd, 21, building 1 (Oko 
Tower)) from Monday to Friday, from 9:00 to 18:00. You can also contact the central office of 
the "Migration Center" in Sakharovo (Moscow, ext. ter. Voronovo municipal district, 
Varshavskoye highway, km 64th, 1 p.47). To do this, you must have previously prepared 
documents and received medical certificates. The cost of the service for international students 
is approximately 1,500 rubles. The procedure also involves 2 visits (with an interval of about 7-
14 business days between them): 
• First visit –paying for the procedure, fingerprint registration and photographing; a ticket for 

a repeat visit with the date and time is issued; 
• The second visit is the receipt of a document ("fingerprint (green) card"). 

After registration and receipt of documents (medical certificates and a "green card"), it is 
necessary to provide copies of documents to the Department of International Relations of the 
Faculty via e-mail or during a face-to-face visit.  

The next step is extension of the period of stay at the local office of the MIA at the 
address of "registration" by submitting the appropriate set of documents. After the 
extension of the period of stay, it is necessary to extend the "registration" accordingly. 
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Extension of the study visa for international students of MSU  

Regardless of the address of the place of stay, upon "registration", all international 
students of Moscow State University have their study visa extended (a multiple–entry visa is 
issued) at the address of the educational organization, i.e. at the Migration Office of the 
MSU Police Service Department. 

To extend the period of temporary stay (obtaining a multiple-entry study visa) 
international students must apply to the OMS office for at least 30 working days before 
the expiration of the current MSU study visa.  

The necessary documents include: 
1. Completed visa application form (according to the established sample); 
2. Student's application for extension of temporary stay in the Police Service Department of 

MSU (according to the established sample); 
3. Faculty's request for extension of temporary stay; 
4. Two personal photos (black-and-white and color, made this year, photo without a 

headdress, size – 3x4 cm); 
5. Original passport with a valid study visa; 
6. A copy of the passport (pages with basic information and all pages with service marks); 
7. Copy of the migration card; 
8. A copy of the current "registration"; 
9. A copy of the "fingerprint card" (a copy of the "green card"); 
10. Copies of valid medical certificates; 
11. Copies of academic orders or a copy of the contract for the provision of paid services at 

Moscow State University; 
12. A copy of the receipt for payment of the state fee (indicating the full name of the payer). 

Mentioned above documents are sent to the MIA of Russia on weekdays according to the 
reception schedule – except Wednesday, as well as except Mondays (after the 1st and 3rd 
Saturdays of the month). 

 
Application for extension of a 

study visa to the MIA of Russia 
Visa application form for 

registration of multiple study State duty 
Instructions for 
preparing the 

kit 

     

(under 
development) 

The form Sample The form Sample State duty Instruction 
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https://www.geogr.msu.ru/students/foreign_student/extension/%D0%91%D0%9B%D0%90%D0%9D%D0%9A.%20%D0%92%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%8F%20%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%BA%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B0%20(%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5).docx
https://www.geogr.msu.ru/students/foreign_student/extension/%D0%9E%D0%91%D0%A0%D0%90%D0%97%D0%95%D0%A6.%20%D0%92%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%BE%D0%B2%D0%B0%D1%8F%20%D0%B0%D0%BD%D0%BA%D0%B5%D1%82%D0%B0%20(%D0%BF%D1%80%D0%BE%D0%B4%D0%BB%D0%B5%D0%BD%D0%B8%D0%B5).pdf
https://www.geogr.msu.ru/students/foreign_student/extension/%D0%9A%D0%92%D0%98%D0%A2%D0%90%D0%9D%D0%A6%D0%98%D0%AF.%20%D0%9C%D0%BD%D0%BE%D0%B3%D0%BE%D0%BA%D1%80%D0%B0%D1%82%D0%BD%D0%B0%D1%8F%20%D0%B2%D0%B8%D0%B7%D0%B0%20%D0%9C%D0%93%D0%A3.pdf
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Extension of stay for visa-free MSU students 

The following options are possible for international students to extend their stay in the 
Russian Federation: 
• residents of the MSU dormitory apply for an extension of their stay in the OMS. The term 

is extended at the territorial Department of the MIA of Russia or at the address of the 
educational organization; 

• residents of rented apartments turn to the receiving party (landlord). The period of stay 
is extended in the territorial Department of the MIA of Russia by contacting the host party 
(landlord) in person, along with documents confirming the grounds for the extension.; 

• residents of rented apartments turn to the inviting party in the person of OMS. The 
period of stay is extended at the Department of the MIA of Russia at the address of the 
educational organization. However, residents outside Moscow (in the Moscow region, etc.) 
should be informed about this possibility in advance. 

For international students staying in a rented apartment or hotel, the host will be the 
person who provided the accommodation. If necessary, such students can request in advance 
from the Department of International Relations (OMS) a petition from the faculty 
requesting an extension of their stay in Russia to the local office of the MIA of Russia at the 
address of residence (if supporting documents are provided). Foreign citizens need to be 
confident in the receiving party regarding the extension of their stay, since if the deadline for 
submitting documents is violated, it is possible to violate the "regime of stay" in the Russian 
Federation, as well as entry into the Register of Controlled Persons of the MIA of Russia. 

When extending the duration of stay by contacting the inviting party (OMS), foreign 
students must contact the faculty in advance, at least 30 days before the end of the permitted 
period of stay in Russia with the necessary set of documents (similar for residents of “ДС”, 
“ФДС”, “ДСЛ”, “ДСВ” and “ДСК”). 

After the extension of the stay, all international students must immediately submit 
documents for migration registration to their host before the expiration of the current 
"registration" period. 
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In general, in order to extend the period of stay in the Russian Federation for foreign 
students (affixing official marks in the migration card) living at the address of the MSU 
dormitories, the following documents are included in the complete set as part of an appeal to 
the territorial Department of the MAI of Russia: 

1. Student's application for extension of temporary stay in the Police Service Department of 
MSU (according to the established sample); 

2. Faculty's request for extension of temporary stay; 
3. Original migration card (if necessary); 
4. Copy of the migration card; 
5. A copy of the passport (pages with basic information and all pages with service marks); 
6. A copy of the current "registration"; 
7. A copy of the "fingerprint card" (a copy of the "green card"); 
8. Copies of valid medical certificates; 
9. Copies of academic orders or a copy of the contract for the provision of paid services at 

Moscow State University; 
10. A copy of the receipt for payment of the state fee (indicating the full name of the payer). 

Since September 2025, the new state fees have been introduced in Russia, in particular, 
for extending the duration of stay. Payment of the state duty is carried out by making a payment 
for a public service in the territorial Department of the MIA of Russia according to its details 
(“КБК 18810806000010041110”). Receipt for payment of the state fee for the extension of stay 
(in the amount of 1000 rubles) can be paid via online banking (the full name of the foreign 
citizen who is subject to an extension of stay must be indicated in the document from the bank, 
in the receipt or in the certificate of operation) or paid for during a face-to-face visit to a bank 
branch (using the details specified in the payment receipt). 

MSU 
Dormitory 

Application from a student to the 
MIA of Russia State duty Instruction 

“ФДС” The form

 

Sample

 

Receipt

 
(under 

development) 
 

“ДС” 

“ДСЛ” 

“ДСВ” 

“ДСК” 

“ДАС” 

The form

 

Sample

 

Receipt
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