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Editorial. Disappointments and hopes 

On April 13 Professor Dennis Meadows spoke in the State Duma. He is the author of the world famous 
"Limits to Growth", a brilliant scientist, writer and polemicist, traditionally sympathetic to Russia, and 
open to the joint search for a new format of the environmental future of Russia. He has visited our 
country more than 50 times, but was in the Duma for the first time. Only a dozen or two participants 
came to this meeting, of which the MPs were in fact only 3-4. If we add that the questions were few, 
and those "on topic" even less, it is clear that a potentially important dialogue just did not happen. One 
of the deputies, with whom I managed to talk about this on the same day, suggested that the name 
Meadows just does not say anything to the majority of his colleagues... 
 
And even if this name, Meadows, does tell them something, it is not that interesting for them.  Just like 
the issues of environmental policy and the entire idea of sustainable development is not of that much 
interest to them. Otherwise, it would show in at least some way. Apparently, they are also not 
interested in the political leadership of the country as a whole. Otherwise, Russia would surely be 
officially represented at the International Forum "Stockholm +40", which was attended by only two 
Russian enthusiasts - on their own initiative and with support from the Swedish side. As a result, Russia 
will learn about the results of the Stockholm Forum anyway. Will the interest from the official Russian 
circles in Rio+20 really be this moderate? 
 
And yet 2012 gives us grounds for, though very moderate, but still sound, environmental optimism 
about the Russia’s future. It seems that the very logic of development dictates the demand for eco-
friendliness as a way of life. In the pragmatic market economy Sweden, it is a recognized fact of its 
development that only that is economic, which is also eco-friendly, which corresponds to the criteria of 
green growth. And this is true not only in Sweden but also in several other countries, correctly counted 
among the more advanced ones. It is symptomatic that also China is becoming one of them. 
Geographically, Russia is just between Sweden and China. It is important that this will not only be the 
case geographically but also ecologically! 
 

Yuri Mazurov, Moscow State University 
jmazurov@yandex.ru  

***** 
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Stockholm +40: Partnership for Sustainable 
Development 
The international conference «Stockholm 40: Partnership for Sustainable Development» took place in 
Stockholm April 23-25. The event was timed to coincide with the fortieth anniversary of the first UN 
World Conference on the Environment, which was held in the capital of Sweden in 1972 and played a 
key role in the development of environmental policy at the state level and for the environmental 
movement worldwide, and was also the first milestone in the formation of the ideology of sustainable 
development. 
 
The main purpose of the forum Stockholm +40, organized by the Ministry of Environment and Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Sweden, was to bring together representatives from business, civil society, 
academics, politicians and young people to discuss issues and make concrete proposals on the optimal 
sustainable development. The conference was attended by over 600 representatives from all 
continents. Among them were more than 30 ministers from various countries, about 90 representatives 
from various universities and other research communities, more than 100 representatives from the 
business sector, and about 350 politicians and members of nongovernmental organizations. Among the 
honorary participants were: King Carl XVI Gustaf; Maurice Strong - Secretary General of the 1st 
Conference on the Environment in Stockholm in 1972, dubbed "Earth Summit", and Secretary General of 
the Summit in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 ; Sha Zukang - UN Under Secretary General for Economic and Social 
Affairs, who has been appointed Secretary General of the UN Conference on Sustainable Development, 
"Rio +20" to be held in Rio de Janeiro in June this year, as well as many other political and public figures. 
 

 

The Minister of Environment of Sweden, Lena Ek, 
Minister of International Development Cooperation 
of Sweden, Gunilla Carlsson, Deputy Minister of 
Environment of Brazil, Francisco Gaetani, and the 
Secretary General of Rio +20, Sha Zukang, at the 
closing ceremony of the Forum. 
 
 
Photo from the Forum’s official web site.

 
The conference was held in a number of plenary and sectional sessions as well as roundtables. There 
were three parallel sections: Sustainable innovation, Sustainable production and Sustainable living. The 
discussions in the 25 round tables were devoted to the most varied aspects of sustainable development 
(agricultural development and food security, transport and water supply issues, the interaction of 
scientific, industrial and financial circles, the social responsibility of enterprises, the role of innovative 
technologies for waste management, the role of transport in sustainable urban development, children's 
rights and gender equality as essential conditions for sustainable development, green economy, the role 
of education and the media in sustainable development, the role of youth organizations and the 
development of tourism, etc.). An important step of the conference was a dialogue at the ministerial 
level to discuss the possible contributions of governments, businesses and organizations in creating 
strategic partnerships for sustainable development. 
 
At the closing ceremony of the conference, Sweden's Minister of the Environment, Lena Ek, and 
Minister of International Development Cooperation Gunilla Carlsson handed over the appeal of the 
Stockholm conference to the Deputy Minister of Environment of Brazil Francisco Gaetani and the 
Secretary General of Rio +20, Sha Zukang. The appeal contains abstracts and proposals worked out at 
the conference to be used in the further discussion of this subject in June 2012, when world leaders 
gather at the UN conference on sustainable development in Rio de Janeiro. 
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From the Russian side, the conference was attended by representatives of the Russian embassy in 
Sweden, the Russian Center "Clean Production and Sustainable Development" and the Geography 
Faculty of Lomonosov Moscow State University (Associate Professor of environmental management T 
Zengin). The first materials on the forum have already appeared on the website of the project 
"Education for Sustainable Development" at the web portal of the Geographic Faculty. A Russian 
translation of the final document of the Forum has also been published there. 
 
Source: Own information 

***** 
 

The protection of Lake Baikal 
The Russian Minister of Natural Resources and Environment Yury Trutnev has held a meeting in the 
Interdepartmental Commission for the Protection of Lake Baikal. The issues discussed were compliance 
with the requirements of environmental legislation, the Federal Target Program "Protection of Lake 
Baikal and the socio-economic development of the Baikal natural territory for 2012-2020 years", and 
also the project on modernizing the environmental monitoring system under this federal program. 
 
Trutnev noted several positive aspects concerning the protection of Lake Baikal: "There is progress: the 
concept of FTP has been created, we have started to clean the Baikal from illegal dumping as well as the 
accumulated damage from the Dzhidinsky tungsten-molybdenum plant, we have prepared the project on 
modernizing the Hydromet Observation Network, for which financing is provided." According to Yury 
Trutnev, the bill on improving the system of valuation of negative impact on the environment, which 
passed its first reading in the State Duma, should have a significant impact on the environmental 
situation in the region, including in the zone of the Baikal Pulp and Paper plant.  "Changing the valuation 
system provides answers to all the ecologists' questions," the Minister stressed. The bill, in particular, 
involves the introduction of effective mechanisms for promoting economic transition to new 
technologies and introduce tough measures against violators of environmental laws. The bill is expected 
to be adopted in the spring session. 
 
Under the federal program it is expected to carry out complex work on clean-up of the Baikal natural 
territory, forest protection and reconstruction of municipal utilities and other activities. Until 2020 the 
federal center, the subjects of the Russian Federation and the business sector will direct 57.7 billion 
rubles towards this. As a result of the FTP, by 2020 the discharge of polluted wastewater to Lake Baikal 
should be reduced by 70% compared to 2010, and 80% of the Baikal natural territory subjected to high 
and extremely high pollution will be rehabilitated. 
 
Implementation of measures in the use, study, preservation and reproduction of aquatic biological 
resources and their habitats will allow a 40% increase in stocks of valuable fish species in Lake Baikal. A 
significant result of the implementation of the Program will be virtually 100 percent coverage of 
environmental monitoring of the Baikal natural territory, which will provide high reliability, timeliness 
and completeness of the information received. 
 
The head of Russia's Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment has called attention not only to the 
condition of the lake itself, but also to the environmental situation in the rivers flowing into the lake, 
such as  the transboundary Selenga river  (53% of river runoff in lake Baikal), which is located near 
mining companies. Trutnev has instructed the Ministry's relevant department to analyze the monitoring 
program prepared, to see whether enough attention is paid to studying the state of this water body, and 
Rosvodresursy has been instructed to develop mechanisms to protect the water from transboundary 
pollution. 
 
Among other topics raised by participants at the meeting were the issues of tourism management, 
management of historical economic activities in protected areas, and also waste management, including 
waste from ships,  which, as noted, is increasing. To consider proposals for their inclusion in the Federal 
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Law On Protection of Lake Baikal and the federal program Protection of Lake Baikal it was decided to 
establish a working group involving representatives of the public and the authorities at all levels.    
   
At the meeting, presentations were held by directors of departments of the Ministry Sergey Bubenov 
and Dennis Bryunin, Deputy Head of Rosprirodnadzor Amirkhan Amirkhanov, deputy head of 
Roshydromet Igor Shumakov, director of the Scientific and Production Association "Typhoon" 
Vyacheslav Shershakov. 
      
The meeting was attended by Deputy Ministers of Natural Resources and Environment Semen Levi and 
Rinat Gizatulin, the head of Rosvodresursy  Marina Seliverstova, the head of Rosprirodnadzor Vladimir 
Kirillov, the deputy head of Rosnedr Vladimir Bavlov , the President of the Republic of Buryatia 
Vyacheslav Nogovitsyn, the deputy chairman of the Government of Irkutsk Region Sergey Anikeev, the 
Minister of Natural Resources and Environment of the Trans-Baikal region Alexander Tarabarko, the 
chairman of the Public Council at the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment 
Academician Nikolay Kasimov, the director of WWF Igor Chestin, the executive director of Greenpeace 
Russia Sergey Tsyplenkov and others. 
 
Source: Press Service of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation. 
 

***** 
 

Grants of the Russian Geographical Society in 2012 
At the expanded session of the Board of Trustees of the Russian Geographical Society, held April 10 at 
the headquarters of the Society in St. Petersburg, the grants for 2012 were awarded. Grants were 
awarded in the following categories: Use of the latest technology in geographical research; Preservation 
of natural and cultural heritage; Ecological and geographical education; Preservation of the heritage of 
the Russian Geographical Society; Conferences. 
 
The heads of the following eight projects received grants of the first level from the hands of the 
Chairmain of the Board of Trustees, Vladimir Putin. 
- The scientific and informational geoportal of Nevsky region (V. Razumovsky, vice president of the 
Russian Geographical Society); 
- Russian America: Fort Ross 200 years (V. Tishkov, academician of RAS, director of the Institute of 
Ethnology and Anthropology of the RAS Institute of Miklukho-Maclay); 
- The Research and Education Project "Floating University" on board the research vessel "Professor 
Molchanov" (L. Vasilyev, Ph.D., chairman of the Arkhangelsk regional branch of the Russian 
Geographical Society); 
- School expeditions to UNESCO heritage sites in Russia, 20 regions (A. Lobzhanidze, Professor, Moscow 
State Pedagogical University); 
- Events dedicated to the 150th anniversary of V. Vernadsky (E. Inyakin, chairman of the Tambov 
regional branch of the Russian Geographical Society); 
- Participation of Russian geographers at the 32nd International Geographical Congress in Cologne, 
August 2012 (V. Kolosov, Senior Vice President of the International Geographical Union); 
- Environmental Atlas as a tool for environmental protection in Russia (N. Kasimov, First Vice-President 

of the RGS and V. Tikunov, professor of Moscow State University); 
- Archaeological and geographical expedition "Kyzyl-Kuragino" (Institute of History of Material Culture). 

 
After the break, the President of the Russian Geographical Society S. Shoigu awarded grant certificates 
of the second stage. The following categories were noted: Preservation of natural and cultural heritage; 
Publishing Projects, International Cooperation; Tours and Expeditions. 

 



 5 

 

Professor of the Geography Department of Moscow 
State University V. Tikunov receives grant a 
certificate for the project "Environmental Atlas as a 
tool for environmental protection in Russia" 

 
Photo from the site of the RGO

 
As a result the following six projects were supported: the Eurasian Steppe world (A. Chibilev, director of 
the Institutue of steppes); The Paper "Post-Soviet Space: Twenty Years of Change" (A. Katrovsky, 
Chairman of the Smolensk Regional Branch of the Russian Geographical Society); The influence of 
climate change and natural hazards on the nature of the European north, on the example of Russia and 
Finland (L. Karlin, Professor, Rector of RSHU); Integrated field studies on the health and tourism 
recreation natural complex "Choyganskie mineral waters" of the Republic of Tuva K Arakchaa, Ph.D., 
Director General of OOO "ArzhaanLab"); Artwork of the book "Russian geographers in South America" 
(A. Naumov, Associate Professor of Geography Department of Lomonosov Moscow State University); 
The Book on the Russian geographical Society (V. Kotlyakov, Academician of RAS, Honorary President of 
the Russian Geographic Society.) 
 
Source: The information portal of the RGS 

***** 
 

Russian-American talks on cooperation in 
environmental protection 
Russian-American talks on cooperation in the field of environmental protection have been held at the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and the Environment of the Russian Federation. From the Russian side 
participated the director of the Ministry's Department of International Cooperation  Nuritdin Inamov, 
and the American side was represented by the adviser on environmental issues, science, technology and 
health of the U.S. Embassy in Russia Lynette Poulton. 
 
The parties noted the constructive cooperation in the establishment of the transboundary protected 
area (PA) Beringia, maintaining the Alaska-Chukotka polar bear population in the area, and also the 
experience exchange between reserves and national parks. Among promising areas were noted the 
projects on the elimination of pollution of the Arctic from black soot (carbon soot), and disposal of 
electro-technical waste. 
 
Particular attention was paid to the development of practical cooperation in the field of elimination of 
past environmental damage. N. Inamov informed about the ongoing work of the Ministry in areas such 
as the archipelago Franz Josef Land, Wrangel island, as well as on lake Baikal. In addition, in the BEAC 
(the Barents Euro-Arctic Region) the first three (of 42) hot spots on the so-called "Barents list" have 
been eliminated. 
 
The Russian side expressed its interest in studying the American "Superfund" program implemented in 
the United States. Both how it works and the budget would be interesting for the Russian side in view of 
the plans to create environmental funds in Russia. L. Poulton noted the prospects of cooperation in this 
field and expressed willingness to provide advice to the Russian side. 
 
The parties unanimously noted the success of cooperation in the field of park management, in which 
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Russian and American experts have exchanged experiences in the field of natural systems and 
protecting them from fire, and environmental education. In particular, issues addressed concerned eco-
tourism, the establishment and operation of visitor centers, construction of nature trails in protected 
areas, as well as effective methods to combat forest fires. 
 
The participants discussed issues of preparation for celebrating the 40th anniversary of the 
intergovernmental agreement on cooperation in environmental protection. This document was signed 
May 23, 1972 to address key aspects of environmental issues and develop measures to prevent 
pollution, to study pollutants and their impact on the environment and to develop regulatory 
frameworks for the impact of human activity on nature. 

 
Source: Press Service of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation. 
 

***** 
 

Discussion of the draft law on protection of seas from oil 
pollution 
The Minister of Natural Resources and Environment Yury Trutnev has discussed WWF Russia's version 
of the bill on the protection of seas from oil pollution of with the environmentalists. The conditions 
introduced by the bill are aimed at preventing marine pollution by oil by establishing uniform 
requirements for producing and transporting crude oil and petroleum products and equipment, that 
meet international standards. 
 
The director of WWF-Russia Igor Chestin told the Minster the concept of the bill at a meeting in the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment on April 13, 2012. We recall that at the present time the 
State Duma is preparing for a second reading of a Government bill governing the prevention and 
elimination of oil pollution of the seas, developed among the documents in the environmental package 
from the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment. 
 
At the meeting it was noted that the two bills are aimed at solving the common task of protecting the 
seas. During the event, it was decided to consider the possibility of merging the proposals of WWF-
Russia and other environmental organizations on creating mechanisms to protect seas from oil 
pollution, with the bill adopted in the first reading. "It is important for us to establish an effective law 
that would protect the sea from oil spills, and in this respect there are no differing opinions between the 
parties; therefore it is necessary to determine the timing for further work on this issue," said Trutnev. 
      
Following the meeting it was decided to continue to work on the legislation related to protection of the 
seas from oil pollution, together with interested parties in the working group at the State Duma 
Committee on Natural Resources. The meeting was attended by State Secretary - Deputy Minister 
Nikolai Popov, department directors of the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment, the 
heads of Rosvodresursy and Rosprirodnadzor, as well as representatives from the World Wildlife Fund 
Russia (WWF Russia). 
 
Source: Press Service of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation. 
 

***** 
 

The environmental agenda of the Interpol summit  
Specialists of Russia's Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment have taken part in the Interpol 
summit in Lyon (France) on compliance with environmental legislation. The main topics of discussion at 
the Summit were the fight against illegal activities in the following areas: trafficking in protected wild 
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fauna and flora, the cutting of forests, fishing, hunting in African countries, as well as the fight for seas 
clean from man-made debris. 
 
The Russian side informed about the activities of environmental agencies to conserve flora and fauna. In 
particular, it was about state regulation and protection of objects from rare and endangered species 
(gray whale, polar bear, Persian leopard, Siberian tiger). An example of successful environmental 
management is the preservation of the Russian population of polar bears. In 1956, hunting this predator 
was banned everywhere in the USSR. In 1960, a reserve was established on Wrangel Island, and in 1975 
a multilateral international agreement on protection of polar bears came into force. In 2000 a bilateral 
agreement was made between Russia and the United States. In 2010, a strategy for conservation of 
polar bears in Russia was developed and approved. 
 
Russia is implementing a unique program to restore the Persian leopard population. Programs like this 
one haven't been implemented previously, anywhere in the world. The Center for the reintroduction of 
Persian leopard has been set up in the Sochi National Park, and currently has four individuals referred to 
Russia from the Republic of Turkmenistan and the Islamic Republic of Iran. The Ministry is in talks to 
acquire new animals. In the case of successful breeding, leopard kittens  will be released in the West 
Caucasus, their original habitat. 
 
To save the Siberian tiger and the Persian leopard, strategies for their conservation have been 
developed and implemented. In 2010, Russia hosted the International tiger forum, which resulted in the 
adoption of the Global Programme of tiger recovery in the years 2010-2022; the St. Petersburg 
Declaration to conserve tigers was adopted and the Agreement on the establishment of an international 
consortium to combat offenses against wildlife. 
 
In the framework of nature conservation in 2008 the Russian Government decided to ban the barbaric 
hunting of harp seals under one year of age. In 2011 trade in its skins was banned. To solve the problem 
of poaching, environmental legislation has been amended in the last two years in the part of increasing 
the punishment for illegal hunting and extraction of flora and fauna listed in the Red Book of Russia. At 
the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of Russia an interdepartmental working group on 
combating illicit production and trafficking of animals and plants has been established. 
 
In order to consolidate efforts for the conservation of rare species of flora and fauna, Russia’s Ministry 
of Natural Resources and Environment addressed the summit with an initiative to develop international 
activities aimed at strengthening the fight against poaching and smuggling in the relevant field, and to 
combine efforts to create a single international conservation law. 
 
The Resolution of the Summit, prepared at the end of the event, with proposals for the globalization of 
international nature conservation activities and establishing a single legal framework and operational 
network for cooperation between countries to address environmental violations, will be discussed at 
the International Conference Rio +20 in Rio de Janeiro in June 2012. 
 
Source: Press Service of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation. 
 

***** 
 

Development of the Russian Arctic national park  
The Russian Arctic National Park (Arkhangelsk region) has started to work out a development plan for 
the next five years. The medium-term plan will include a list of activities needed to accelerate the 
development and becoming an especially protected area (PA). The strategy will also include a number of 
measures aimed at improving the financial and economic aspects of the park, the integration of 
protected areas in the socio-economic structure of the region, the functional specification of zoning, to 
ensuring effective protection etc. 
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Among the most significant aspects of the project is the development of a concept of conservation and 
use of the numerous historical and cultural sites located within the park. We recall that at the beginning 
of 2012, the Russian Arctic park was included in the UNDP/GEF project "Strengthening of the marine and 
coastal protected areas of Russia" and received funding to establish a medium-term development plan 
for the park. The plan is expected to be finalized by the end of this year. The work on the UNDP/GEF 
project also includes field research on the archipelago of Novaya Zemlya and Franz Josef Land, in order 
to collect data on the current state of natural systems and historical and cultural sites. 
 
Russian Arctic, the youngest national park in the country and the third largest national park in Russia, is 
part of the system of federal PAs of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment. It was 
established in 2010 to fulfill the international obligations of the Russian side for the protection of nature 
in the Arctic, preserving the natural state of its natural, historical and cultural complexes. 
 
Source: Press Service of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation. 
 

***** 
 

Oil spill at drilling field in the Nenets Autonomous 
District 
According to the Office of Rosprirodnazor for Nenets AD, when reopening well number 11 at the Trebs 
Varknavsky oil field (license block of LLC Bashneft-Pole) in order to check the technical condition of the 
well and determine the production potential, oil-containing liquid spilled into the environment. The 
Office of Rosprirodnadzor in Nenets AD is conducting an administrative investigation of the company 
Bashneft-Pole for violation of environmental laws, and work on the evaluation and calculation of harm 
for further submission of claims. 
   

 

According to the preliminary reports of 
Rosprirodnadzor inspectors, the volume of spilled oil 
could reach no less than 1000 m3, and the area of 
heavy contamination is around 8000 m2. At present 
the oil spill has been contained. There is no direct 
threat of water pollution at the current stage.  

 
Foto from the web site of the Administration of NAD 
www.adm-nao.ru 

 
Earlier, Minister of Natural Resources and Environment Yury Trutnev had instructed Rosprirodnadzor to 
carry out raids to identify sources of pollution of the rivers of the Arctic Basin by oil and oily substances. 
In order to detect and prevent oil spills, the Minister instructed them to examine the area around the 
pipelines infield and between fields and also trunk pipelines, some of which may be in disrepair and 
pose environmental risks. During the inspection on 17-18 April 2012 massive oil spills were revealed at 
the deposits of OJSC TNK-BP in Khanty-Mansiysk. 
   
According to Deputy Minister of Natural Resources and Environment Rinat Gizatulin: "The Ministry will 
take all measures stipulated by current federal legislation to identify, measure, calculate and collect 
damages from the companies-subsoil users, based solely on impartial assessment of the state of affairs 
in the relevant license areas and outlets". At the same time, WWF, referring to available satellite 
imagery of the well in the Nenets AD, said the area of contamination is eight times higher than the one 

http://www.adm-nao.ru/
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previously voiced. WWF is convinced that the common practice to understate damage inflicted to 
nature is an obstacle to rapid response and recovery. 
 
"Today, satellite imagery is the most objective way to assess the scale of an accident," says Alexey 
Kucheiko, Deputy General Director of ITC ScanEx. "We can determine the total area of contamination 
and monitor the effectiveness of cleaning the area. Unfortunately, in our country, the use of space 
technology is not included in the constant practice of government agencies and private companies, there 
is no legislation requiring oil companies to order satellite imagery." 
 
"To this day, no system of objective information on the timing and extent of accidental oil spills has been 
established in the country," commented Alexey Knizhnikov, WWF Russia's program manager for 
Environmental Policy for Energy. "The accident at the Trebs oil field proves this fact. It became known 
only when the flow from the well had been stopped, and not when the accident began. Apparently, the 
volume of the emission has also been lowered a lot." 
 
Sources: Press Service of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation & WWF 
Russia. 

***** 
 

Seminar "Green economy on the global agenda" 
On 24-26 April, 2012, the geographical faculty of Lomonosov Moscow State University hosted the next 
Russian-Swedish seminar on education for sustainable development for teachers in higher education. 
The theme of the seminar was "Green economy in the global agenda: from Stockholm to Rio". 
 
The seminar was organized by the Swedish Environmental Protection Agency(SEPA) and a consortium of 
Russian and Swedish universities within the framework of the United Nations Decade of Education for 
Sustainable Development. From the Swedish side participated teachers from the universities of Lund 
and Luleå and employees of SEPA: U. Andersen, J. Voitenko, S-E. Osterlund, A. Plepis, O. Hage, and also 
the head of the Russian representation of the Swedish Trade Council A. Zubilov. It was they, who held 
the majority of lectures and conducted the workshops. From the Russian side, lectures on the theme of 
the seminar were held by Professor y. Mazurov (Geographical Faculty of MSU), S. Bobylev (Economics 
Faculty of MSU), A. Kurbatov (Director of the city's environmental research and project institute), and S. 
Khramenkov (CEO of Mosvodokanal). 
 
Y. Mazurov, who opened the seminar, stressed its organic connection with the International Forum 
"Stockholm +40" that had just begun in the Swedish capital and conveyed greetings to the participants 
from the project supervisor RAS Academician, Dean of the Faculty of Geographical of MSU Professor N 
Kasimov. The Rector ov Moscow State University N. Anisimov greeted the participants of the seminar. 
Then, the Minister Plenipotentiary, Head of the Department for Economy and Trade at the Embassy of 
Sweden in Russia, Martin Oberg addressed the audience. In his address, Mr. Oberg briefly outlined the 
specifics of the Swedish road to sustainable development, and showed that green economy in Sweden is 
a cost-effective model for his country's movement towards the future. 
 
The seminar participants were teachers and specialists (about 50 persons) from Moscow, the Moscow 
region and other regions of the Central federal district, engaged in formal and informal education and 
related activities (managers, researchers, media representatives and others). The seminar program was 
designed for this project by leading Swedish and Russian experts in the field of education for sustainable 
development and includes: 
- Presentations by representatives of the Environmental Protection Agency of Sweden, professors from 
leading universities in Sweden, Lomonosov Moscow State University and the Russian Presidential 
Academy of National Economy and Public Administration; 
- Discussion on the assessment of the achievements of Sweden's "green growth" and the possibilities of 
its use in Russia and other countries; 
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- Informal discussion of the workshop issues with teachers of Russian and Swedish universities. 
 
According to the participants the seminar was effective, rich and rewarding in both content and from 
the methodological standpoint. It has allowed many of the participants to establish useful professional 
contacts with both Swedish colleagues and compatriots. 
 

  

After the seminar, the official representative of SEPA, 
Mr. Åke Mikaelsson handed over certificates of 
participation in the education project on the green 
economy and sustainable development. 
On the photo: Presentation of diploma to Alexandra 
Avdonina, Associate Professor of the Vladimir Branch 
of the Russian Presidential Academy of National 
Economy and Public Administration. 
 
Photo by Yu. Mazurov  
 

The seminar participants noted that the seminar has practically facilitated the growth potential of the 
Russian educational community in the transition to green economy on the eve of the UN Conference Rio 
+20 due to the development achievements of Sweden and other advanced countries in this respect. The 
results can almost immediately be drawn into the Russian educational practices of teachers. It has 
proved useful for strengthening the relations between the citizens of our countries. The seminar 
participants strongly supported the continuation of cooperation with Sweden in the transition to 
sustainable development. In their speeches sounded sincere gratitude to the organizers of the event for 
its relevance and high level. The role of the geographical faculty of Moscow State University in the 
successive promotion of sustainable development ideas in the national education was stressed. 
 
Source: Own information 

***** 
 

Arctic Earth Day 
On Sunday, April 22 the annual International Day of the Earth was observed. This year, WWF dedicates it 
to the nature of Arctic Russia. WWF Russia has declared 2012 the Arctic year, and hopes that during the 
year decisive steps will be taken to preserve the nature of the north. "Our plan is to create  the largest 
National Park, Beringia, in Chukotka and to reserve an area for the Khibiny national park in the 
Murmansk region”, said Viktor Nikiforov, coordinator of the WWF Russia Year of the Arctic. "In addition, 
we are also concluding an analysis of the entire system of protected areas in the north and will soon 
offer a program for the development of protected areas in the Arctic region." 
 
According to Nikiforov, a large work is carried out for the conservation of polar bears - WWF's "Bear 
Patrols» are now finishing the spring survey of the coast and raids to protect the bears and cubs from 
poachers. In addition, with the help of active and not indifferent Russians, WWF Russia has managed to 
collect over 120,000 signatures for the introduction of the new version of the Draft Law on the 
Protection of the seas from oil pollution. "We hope that now the State Duma will support our efforts to 
protect the Arctic seas," added Nikiforov. 
 
Source: WWF Russia. 
 

********************************** 
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