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Results of the 2010 census 
In early December, the results of the All-Russian population census held in 2010 were released. 
According to official data, the population in 2010 was 142 946.8 thousand people, which corresponds to 
the 8th place in the world. Thus, Russia's population continued to decline in relation to 1989 levels (see 
fig. below). A slight drop in the proportion of rural population to urban was also recorded - 26.3 and 
73.7 % respectively. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the territorial level, population growth is observed only in the Central and North Caucasian federal 
districts; in the other six there was a decrease. The most significant decrease in the number of residents 
occurred in the Magadan region (14%), the Pskov region and the Komi Republic (by 11.5%), Murmansk, 
Kirov and Kurgan regions (11% in each), where natural decline and population outflow was observed 
during the intercensal period. In 20 subjects of the Russian Federation, the population increased. The 
largest increases occurred in the Republic of Dagestan - 15.6% the Chechen Republic - 15% Moscow - 
11%, the Karachai-Cherkess Republic - 8.9%, Moscow region - 7.2%, Khanty-Mansi Autonomous District - 
6.9%.  
 
In 2010, 40% of the residents of large cities were concentrated in 12 cities with a population of 1 million 
or more. Increase in the total population has occurred in all the "millionaire" cities of the with the 
exception of Nizhny Novgorod. Combining rural settlements, including them in urban settlements and 
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eliminating villages due to lack of population has resulted in a decrease in the intercensal period of 2.2 
thousand rural settlements. 
 
Russians are still the most numerous ethnic group in Russia (80.9%). They are followed by: Tatars, 
Ukrainians, Chuvashs, Chechens, Armenians, Avars, Mordvinians, Kazakhs, Azeris, etc. In total, several 
hundred nationalities are accounted for the country. For a dozen of ethnic groups the number of 
members is only 1 person: Samogitians, Lyudiki, Moghadam, Tobolik etc. The number of Swedes in 
Russia in 2010 amounted to 295, and there were 33 728 Finns. Documented are also such ethnic groups 
as Ingrians (269 persons) and Ingrian Finns (41). The word "Ingrian" or in Russian "ingermanlandets" 
denotes an inhabitant of the land of Ingegärd - the daughter of Swedish King Olof and wife of Prince 
Yaroslav of Kiev. 
 

Source: Own information 

***** 
 

State Duma Elections 
On December 4, 2011 elections were held to the State Duma (GD) of the Federal Assembly (Parliament) 
of the Russian Federation. In accordance with the decision of the Central Election Commission the 
elections were declared valid. 93.42% of the total number of votes in the elections were given to the 
parties that received seats in the State Duma. The party United Russia (ER) received 238 seats, the 
Communist Party of the Russian Federation (KPRF) - 92, Fair Russia - 64 and the Liberal Democratic Party 
of Russia (LDPR) - 56. 
 
The first plenary session of the State Duma of the Russian Federation of the sixth convocation was held 
December 21st. Chairman of State Duma of the sixth convocation was elected Sergei Naryshkin, former 
head of the presidential administration. At the same meeting, the Duma approved the posts of First 
Deputy State Duma Chairmen Alexander Zhukov (ER) and Ivan Melnikov (KPRF). Deputy State Duma 
Chairmen elected from the faction United Russia are Andrey Vorobyev, Oleg Morozov, Ludmila 
Shvetsov and Sergei Neverov; from the faction Fair Russia - Nikolay Levichev and from LDPR - Igor 
Lebedev. 
 
29 committees and 5 commissions have been formed in the newly elected State Duma. Among these is 
the State Duma Committee on Natural Resources, Environment and Ecology, which includes 29 Duma 
members. Chairman of State Duma Committee on Natural Resources, Environment and Ecology became 
Vladimir Kashin (KPRF). 
 

Source: Official website of the State Duma of the Russian Federation 

 

***** 
 

In the Public Council at the Ministry of Natural 
Resources and Environment 
The Public Council under the Ministry of Natural Resources was created in late November. This is a 
permanent consultative body that provides interaction between the Ministry and civil society. Council 
meetings will be held at least twice a year, and decisions will be advisory in nature. Among the main 
functions of the Council is to make recommendations to improve the legislation and work in the field of 
environmental protection. In addition, the Council will prepare proposals on target programs, national 
and regional projects being developed, as well as on joint actions with NGOs, academic institutions and 
the media in regard to environmental protection. 
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The first meeting of the new Public Council was held 
on December 23. 
 
At the meeting the work done in 2011 was summed 
up, in particular on identification and elimination of 
unauthorized waste disposal sites, and on cleaning 
up the Arctic zone of Russia and the Baikal area. 

 
The council, inter alia, includes the Vice-President of the Russian Academy of Sciences (RAS) N. Laverov, 
the director of the Institute of Water Problems of RAS V. Danilov-Danilyan, the director of the Russian 
office of the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) I. Chestin, and the director general of the Moscow Zoo, V. 
Spitsin. Representatives of the following bodies will also take part in the work of the council: the 
Institute of Ecology and Evolution of RAS, the Institute of Geoscience of RAS, the Institute of Global 
Climate and Ecology of Roshydromet and RAS, the Russian office of the UN Development Programme, 
the Public Chamber of the Russian Federation, Moscow State University named after MV Lomonosov, 
Rostov State University of Oil and Gas named after IM Gubkin, Russian Greenpeace, the International 
Fund for Animal Welfare (IFAW) and other public organizations. 
 

    
 

On December 23, the dean of the Faculty of Geography of 
Moscow State University, academician of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences, Doctor of Geographical Sciences, 
Professor N. Kasimov was elected Chairman of the Public 
Council under the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment. The candidacy of N. Kasimov was proposed 
by the head of the Ministry of Natural Resources and 
Environment Yu. Trutnev. 
 
Academician Kasimov is also First Vice President of the 
Russian Geographical Society. For many years he has 
been a leader in the development of environmental 
education and education for sustainable development in 
Russia.

Source: Press Service of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation and own 
information 
 

***** 

Disaster in the Sea of Okhotsk 
The unlawful drilling and subsequent collapse of the "Kola" rig ought to be the subject of a 
parliamentary inquiry. With such an appeal, 47 non-governmental organizations, including WWF, turned 
to the State Duma on the eve of the New Year 2012. 
 
The catastrophe in the Okhotsk Sea in December 2011 with numerous casualties has shaken our 
country, the statement says. So far, however, far from all Russian citizens know that the company 
Gazflot, a subsidiary of Gazprom, illegally conducted drilling in the Sea of Okhotsk from the platform 
"Kola": the drilling project had not passed the state examination and had been given a negative opinion 
of the state environmental review at the start of the drilling work. Therefore, the civil society 
organizations ask for a parliamentary investigation of the whole project of exploration drilling on the 
West Kamchatka shelf and the circumstances of the ensuing tragedy. 
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The oil and gas projects carried out on the shelf of northern seas today have the same high risks and are 
being implemented under the same legal nihilism as the exploratory drilling project in the West 
Kamchatka shelf. They should be suspended, at least until all the causes of the accident at the Kola 
drilling platform have been analyzed and the system of risk assessment and safety for offshore projects 
radically reformed, say the NGOs. 
 
"In particular this concerns the Prirazlomnaya drilling platform established in the Barents Sea with a view 
of commercial production of oil", says Alexey Knizhnikov, head of the oil and gas sector environmental 
programme of WWF Russia. The maximum estimated accidental discharge of oil from the platform with 
a capacity of 120 thousand tons is estimated by developers at 7500 tons, but the amount of risk 
coverage is only 7 million rubles. At the same time, in the world there is neither the technology nor 
equipment to effectively eliminate the effects of oil spills in ice conditions with an amount of even 1,500 
tons. The company Gazprom Neft Shelf, the operator of the platform, refuses to openly publish its  oil 
spill response plan (OSRP). Although the disclosure of such documents is the norm for foreign oil and gas 
companies working in areas of high environmental risk. 
 

Source: WWF Russia 

***** 
 

The environmental context of contacts with the OECD 
The Minister of Natural Resources and Environment Yuri Trutnev has had a meeting with Secretary 
General of the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) Angel Gurria. 
The sides discussed a unit of environmental issues, which is one of the key areas in the Russian 
Federation's process of accession to the OECD. 
 
At present, Russia is required to conform to 37 acts of the OECD Council on environmental issues for the 
completion of the accession process. On 23 of these, Russian law meets the standards of the 
Organization; the remaining 14 will be adopted in accordance with the established "transitional period". 
A. Gurria said that active work of the Ministry in reforming environmental legislation contributes 
significantly to the process of accession to the OECD. 
 
Trutnev reminded the meeting participants that at present the Federal Law "On environmental 
monitoring" has been adopted. The remaining bills concerning the system of regulation and economic 
incentives in environmental protection, waste management, the elimination of accumulated 
environmental damage, protecting the seas from oil pollution, the development of specially protected 
areas, improving environmental impact assessment, have passed the first reading in the Duma. 
 
In 2011, the Russian side ratified the Stockholm Convention. At the moment preparations are being 
made to ratify the Aarhus Convention and the Espoo Convention. According to Yuri Trutnev, an 
inventory of the Russian territories was conducted in 2011 and "spring-cleaning" was started.  A number 
of projects to clean up the areas of Lake Baikal, Wrangel Island and Franz Josef Land are being 
implemented. The Minister noted that already next year it is planned to complete the work on 
eliminating illegal solid waste dumps. 
 
Trutnev stressed that when taking into account the surface area and the volume of human impact on 
the environment, Russia is one of the cleanest countries in the world. 
 

Source: Press Service of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation. 
 

***** 
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Cooperation to restore the wolf population in Sweden 
Talks on cooperation in the field of restoration of wolf populations in Sweden have been held at the 
Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation. During the meeting the 
parties discussed the terms of cooperation within the project "Protection of species under threat" of the 
Working Programme of the Russian-Swedish cooperation in environmental protection for 2011-2012. 
The talks were held under the leadership of, from the Russian side, the Director of the International 
Cooperation Department of the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment Nuritdin 
Inamov, and from the Swedish side, the Head of the Environmental Protection Agency of Sweden Helen 
Lindahl Vik. 
 
Today, an unfortunate situation with the wolf population has developed in Sweden; a critical decline in 
its numbers and deterioration of the gene pool are documented. According to the Director of the 
Department of State Policy and Regulation in the field of hunting and wildlife of the Russian Ministry of 
Natural Resources and Environment Anton Bersenev:  "In compliance with veterinary requirements and 
with the appropriate permissions, the Russian side is ready to deliver the required number of wild wolves, 
carriers of a sustainable gene pool, to restore the wolf population in Sweden." 
 
After examining the information received during the visit, the Swedish side will send a list of veterinary 
and other requirements to the Russian Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment. The project on 
genetic regulation of the number of wolves being implemented under the leadership of Helen Lindahl 
Vik was launched on instructions from the Government of Sweden. Its main task is to replenish 
(increase) the Swedish population of wolves in a natural way. Representatives of the Swedish side have 
earlier interacted with Norway and Finland on the conservation of wolves, and now look forward to 
working with Russia. There are not enough wolf pairs in zoos in the Scandinavian countries to help the 
restoration of the Swedish population in the wild. 
 
The Swedish side has expressed interest in receiving a party of wolves from Russia in order to preserve 
the species before, in March 2011, at a session of the Russian-Swedish Supervisory Committee on Trade 
and Economic Cooperation (SC), as well as during the meeting between the SC co-chair, Deputy Prime 
Minister Sergei Ivanov and Swedish Prime Minister Fredrik Reinfeldt in Stockholm. 
 
Source: Press Service of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of the Russian Federation 
 

***** 
 

Overview of the state of the environment in Russia 
Roshydromet has published a "Review of the status and environmental pollution in the Russian 
Federation for 2010", prepared on the basis of data of the state monitoring network for the state of the 
environment and its pollution. The review presents results of observations of parameters of the abiotic 
component of the natural environment (air, surface water land, soils), the heliogeophysical and 
radiation environment. Joint analysis of the entire body of observational data for environmental 
pollution indicates that in 2010 the state of air and surface water in urban areas, where most of the 
country's population live, still remains unsatisfactory. 
 
The priority list of cities with very high levels of pollution in 2010 includes 36 cities with a population of 
22.4 million people. The quality of surface water of water bodies downstream of large cities and 
industrial centers ranges from "polluted" to "extremely dirty". Elevated levels of soil contamination by 
toxicants of industrial origin, related to emissions of air pollutants of industrial and municipal 
enterprises, as well as motor vehicles remain in the areals (5-20 km radius) around the industrial centers 
and cities. The largest zone of chronic pollution of soils has been formed on the constituent territories of 
the Siberian Federal District as a result of long-term emissions of pollutants by enterprises of the cities 
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Norilsk, Krasnoyarsk, Irkutsk, Novosibirsk, and Kemerovo. In 11 subjects of the Russian Federation 
farmland is contaminated with residual quantities of pesticides. 
 

Source: Website of the Federal Service for Hydrometeorology and Environmental Monitoring 
 

***** 
 

Fees for impact in the Arkhangelsk region 
The Arkhangelsk branch of Rosprirodnadzor has fulfilled the plan for collecting payments for negative 
impact on the environment ahead of time. The fee for negative impact on the environment (NIE) is one 
of the important instruments of state control for polluters of nature. All businesses, which produce 
emissions of pollutants into the atmosphere or polluted waste water, pay for the negative impact to the 
federal (20%), regional and local (40% each) budgets. At the same time, the fee for excess pollution is 
five times the regular fee and for excess pollution over the limit - 25-fold. 
 
According to calculations, the amount of NIE fees in the Arkhangelsk region in 2011 was supposed to be 
283.5 million rubles. However, according to the data on December 19, 2011, the set bar was exceeded. 
By this date, companies had transferred 286.5 million rubles to the budgets of all levels on this date, 
which is 3 million rubles more than expected. Of this amount, regional and local budgets receive 114.6 
million rubles. 
 
In reality, far from all businesses make payments for pollution voluntarily. In 2011, 11 defaulters were 
made subject to administrative liability by the Office of Rosprirodnadzor in the Arkhangelsk region (the 
fines amounted to 416 thousand rubles). 98 million rubles, or 34% of the total NIE fee income were 
claimed by force.  24.7 million rubles were claimed through courts. 
 
Source: Website of the Federal Service for Supervision of Natural Resources 
 

***** 
 

Russian Federation strategy in the Antarctic 
The Russian Prime Minister Vladimir Putin adopted the development strategy of the Russian Federation 
in Antarctica until 2020 and the more distant prospect by his decree N1926-p dated 30 October 2010. As 
says the press service of the Government of the Russian Federation, the dеcree is an instruction to the 
federal executive authorities and the Russian Academy of Sciences (RAS) to be guided by the provisions 
of this strategy in the development of policy documents, plans and performance indicators for their 
activities. 
 
The declared objectives of the strategy is the implementation of the national interests of Russia in 
Antarctica in accordance with the rules and principles of international law, the main directions of 
Russia's domestic and foreign policy, as well as prevention (minimization of impact) of possible threats 
to national interests in Antarctica. 
 
The main instrument for implementing the strategy will be a state program for the state interests of 
Russia in the Antarctic, the development of which rests with the Federal Service for Hydrometeorology 
and Environmental Monitoring (Roshydromet). This document is expected to be finalized in 2011. 
Interested federal executive authorities and the Russian Academy of Sciences will also be involved in the 
development of the state program. Roshydromet has been appointed coordinator of the strategy. 
 
The strategy provides, inter alia, for construction and (or) overhaul of the infrastructure of the Russian 
Antarctic Expedition (RAE) at the Antarctic stations Progress, Novolazarevskaya, Bellingshausen, Mirny, 
Vostok, and the field bases Molodezhnaya, Russkaya, and Leningradskaya in the period 2012-2030. It is 
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also planned to conduct work on the design, construction, commissioning and upgrading of research 
vessels in 2012-2017. Also envisaged is carrying out works on the development of transport 
infrastructure on the Antarctic continent. For 2012 is scheduled deployment and commissioning of data 
collection stations for the system of differential correction and monitoring of the global navigation 
satellite system GLONASS. The strategy also includes a number of works on equipping Roshydromet 
facilities in Antarctica with modern scientific and communications equipment. In particular, in 2015 it is 
planned to set up laboratory facilities for the sterilization of measurement instruments and sampling of 
water bodies and bottom sediments of subglacial Lake Vostok at Vostok station, a mobile complex for 
glacier drilling using alternative energy sources. 
 

Source: Website of the Federal Agency for Subsoil Use 
 

***** 
 

Glorious jubilee 
In the harsh Antarctic Territory, on the banks of the Ross Sea, at the highest point of the bay Cabin 
stands a four-meter cross of Australian red tree; on it are written five names and the English poet Alfred 
Tennyson's words: "To strive, to seek, to find and not to yield!". These words perfectly reflect the history 
of the discovery of the South Pole of the earth. The famous Norwegian Roald Amundsen became its 
pioneer on December 14, 1911. 
 
Exactly a century ago, the last white spot vanished from the earth's maps, having appeared in blurred 
contours in faded photographs and scratched films - the emulsion peeling because of terrible cold. The 
great polar explorer was also the first man to make a series of meteorological (temperature and 
barometric) observations on this mysterious continent on "the top of the Earth". 
 
On October 19, 1911, five men led by Amundsen started on four dog sleighs. December 14th the 
expedition reached the South Pole and hoisted the Norwegian flag after having made a journey of 1500 
km.  The entire hike of a distance of 3000 km in extreme conditions (ascent and descent of a 3000 m 
high plateau, where the air is extremely thin, at temperatures below -40° C, strong winds and 
snowstorms) took 99 days. 
 

 

R. Amundsen's triumph: The 
Norwegian flag at the planet's 
South Pole. 

 

But Amundsen's triumph was marred by news of the death of the English expedition of Robert Scott. 
The expedition of Robert Scott set out in November 1911 and reached the South Pole on January 18, 
1912. They came to the tent Amundsen had left. In contrast to the Norwegians, the British were 
exhausted, affected by fatal errors in organization. Finding the Norwegian flag and the message of the 
pioneer, Robert Scott wrote in his diary: "The Norwegians have outstripped us - Amundsen was the first 
at the Pole! A monstrous disappointment! All the torments, all the hardships of the way - for what? I 
was horrified to think of the way back..." 
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... After reaching the South Pole, Amundsen was only 40 years old, he was filled with energy, the polar 
ice beckoned. If there had been a third pole on the planet, he would immediately have begun to prepare 
for its conquest, but there were no such extra poles... 
 
In Russia, people are well aware of the heroic and tragic history of Antarctic exploration. The centenary 
of Amundsen's feat did not go unnoticed. However, the attention to it is clearly not proportional to the 
historical significance of the event. 
 

Source: Website of the Federal Service for Hydrometeorology and Environmental Monitoring and own information. 
 

***** 
 

A floating university 
There will be a "Floating University"  - thus decided the participants of a meeting that was held 
December 5, 2011 in the Northern (Arctic) Federal University (NAFU). For the adoption of the 
fundamental decision the leaders of both parties of the project met: NAFU Rector Yelena Kudryashova 
and Acting Head of FGBU "Northern UGMS" Leonid Vasilev. The meeting was attended by specially 
invited guests - heads of leading Roshydromet organisations: Vladimir Sokolov, head of the high-latitude 
Arctic expedition of the Arctic and Antarctic Research Institute (St. Petersburg), Vladimir Komchatov, 
director of the State Oceanographic Institute of Zubov (Moscow), and Viktor Boyarsky, director of the 
Russian State Museum of the Arctic and Antarctic. 
 

 

The research vessel "Professor 
Molchanov" is the most likely 
"floating university" of Russia.

 

The first talk about creating a "floating university" took place in the summer of 2011 during the visit of 
the head of Roshydromet A. Frolov in Arkhangelsk. At that time, he offered to try 
to create a kind of "summer school" for NAFU students at Roshydromet's research vessel. Northern 
UGMS and NAFU decided to turn this idea into practice and join their resources. 
 
"There was a unique opportunity to realize many still unfulfilled arctic projects. Creating a "floating 
university" will bring a lot of ideas into reality, this is both the educational process and scientific 
activities, and much more - said the acting Head of Northern UGMS Leonid Vasilev, - it's time to start 
action." 
  
It was decided that the trip will take place in June 2012 for a period of 30-40 days, with the area of work 
White Sea - Barents Sea - Svalbard. The expedition will consist of 20-25 of the best students of NAFU as 
well as teachers, research workers of Northern UGMS, AARI, GOIN, Russian State Museum of Arctic and 
Antarctic, the Russian Arctic National Park and also as colleagues from Norway. Moreover, among the 
students there will not only be geographers. The opportunity to join the Arctic trip will also be given to 
mathematicians, builders, chemists, and biologists - these professions also have their points of contact 
with the Arctic. According to the famous traveler and Arctic explorer Victor Boyarsky, the people who 
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should go on an expedition with the "floating university" must be those who really want to devote their 
life to polar research. This trip will be a test of strength for them. 
 
The idea of creating a "floating university", the heads of the Roshydromet institutions called both very 
fruitful and enjoyable. There is an interest in the Arctic: Russia is on the verge of holding a Polar Decade 
beginning in 2015, the problem of global climate change and warming in the Arctic requires special 
attention, large resources are focused on the development of resources on the shelf. The fleet, which 
was idle for many years without work, is again needed. But now a new problem has arisen: to train 
young professionals for work in the Arctic. The "Floating University" will enable students to acquire 
knowledge and to try their hands in the harsh environment of the Arctic Ocean on a research vessel. 
Moreover, it is planned to equip the research vessel "Professor Molchanov" with modern instruments 
and laboratory complex, which is so lacking today in the study of the Arctic. The scope of application of 
this ship is very extensive. 
 

Source: Press Service of the Northern Department of the Hydrometeorological Service of Russia 
 

***** 
 

Transparency in the management of natural resources 
The first ranking of its kind, known as the Revenue Watch Index is a joint project of the organizations 
Revenue Watch Institute "(RWI) and Transparency International. The latter is widely known, for 
example, for their assessments of the perception of corruption in different countries. RWI is headed by 
Karin Lissakers, a former U.S. representative to the Board of Directors of the IMF.  The list of 41 nations 
is topped by Brazil and Norway, the U.S. took the 11th place, while Turkmenistan is at the closing 
position, ITAR-TASS reported. Russia took a honorable third place  in this new world ranking, which 
measures the countries by how openly and transparently authorities carry out their management of 
natural resources, including oil, gas, diamonds, etc. 
 
According to a press message from the project organizers, their 56-page report contains a comparison of 
"the extent to which governments are accountable for the money from the exploitation of oil, gas and 
other mineral resources, for the relevant contracts, and provide other basic information" . 
The press release states that in almost all countries in the new list, subsoil resources are considered 
common property. Nevertheless, as stressed Lissakers, in too many of them the public has minimal 
access to information on how the authorities dispose of this wealth. Meanwhile, transparency in this 
matter, according to the conviction of the compilers of the rating, is vital to fighting corruption, creating 
an atmosphere of public trust, and ultimately - for the countries' successful socio-economic 
development in terms of political stability. 
 
To emphasize the importance of the work, the experts point out that the share of petroleum and 
petroleum products accounts for 15% of world trade. In the countries included in the new index, the 
production of oil and mining industry makes up to 80% of the gross national product. 
 

Source: Website of the Federal Agency for Subsoil Use 
 

***** 

Year of the Arctic 
WWF Russia has announced the start of the nationwide campaign "Year of the Arctic 2012" and voiced 
the most acute problems of the Russian Arctic, those that must be addressed first of all. This autumn the 
area and volume of the ice in the Arctic reached a record low; the Northern Sea Route was free from ice. 
In this connection, plans on the development of the Arctic for oil and gas production are being 
developed and already implemented even more actively. Therefore, the threat to the fragile Arctic 
ecosystem is also becoming more real and serious. WWF urges the Russian government to take a 
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leadership role in the preservation of the Arctic and become a role model for other countries in the 
region. 
 
"In the Year of the Arctic WWF-Russia will address a series of challenging tasks that we set for 
ourselves," says Igor Chestin, director of WWFRussia. "WWF will work to increase the area of protected 
territories and waters of the Arctic, the safety of oil and gas projects, improvement of legislation. WWF 
also expects to receive new data on rare Arctic species, particularly polar bears and walruses, which will 
highlight the most vulnerable and important Arctic zones." 
 
The tasks that WWF Russia plans to implement during the Year of the Arctic: 
1. To protect Arctic territories and waters.WWF will pursue a formal obligation from the state to 
complete the establishment of nature reserves and parks in the Arctic by 2020. In 2012, it is planned to 
create an additional 2 million hectares of protected areas in the Arctic zone of Russia. 
2. To achieve a sharp reduction in poaching for polar bears and walruses.WWF will work to ensure that 
rare species in the Arctic have legal protection and that there will be effective control over the state of 
their populations. 
3. To ensure compliance with best international standards in the economic development of the Arctic. 
To do this, WWF will promote the ratification of the Convention  on Environmental Impact Assessment 
in a Transboundary Context,  and the adoption of the Law on protection of the seas from oil pollution. 
4. To use an ecosystem-based approach for managing the development of the Arctic .WWF initiates the 
development of integrated management plans for the Arctic regions, primarily the Barents Sea. 
5. Provide increased funding for energy efficiency projects and renewable energy by reducing state 
support for oil and gas.To do this, WWF will analyze the state subsidization of oil and gas, the results of 
which will contribute to the phasing out of investment of public funds in this sector and the beginning of 
support for sustainable energy. 
 

Source: WWF Russia 

***** 
 

 

 

Happy New 2012 Year! 
 

********************************** 
 

RUSSIAN SUSTAINABILITY NewsLETTER, January 2012 


